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destinies in accordance with the old-time genius of their race,
in co-operation with the best traditions of the West. In a word,
let India now at long last find her soul and take the place which
is not only her privilege but her due as a self-governing unit in
the British Commonwealth of Nations.*

The Maharaja also made a most impressive speech in
the closing discussion in plenary session of the Con-
ference.

VI

Here we may leave the Maharaja in his new mood
of rejuvenation after a long interval of what seemed
to Baroda retirement and eclipse. 'Richard's himself
again/

In all his various reforms he was actuated solely by his
desire for the perfection of his State and the good of his
subjects. He was ahead of his age: he generally has been.
All, or nearly all, of his measures have depended for success
upon the goodwill and the co-operation of the people,
and the people are slow to abandon the old conservative
ways, especially in India. If the people did not want to be
educated, there were many ways of avoiding compulsion,
and if the officers charged with the administration were
themselves not convinced, the measure was sure to be
carried out half-heartedly, in a spirit not of enthusiasm but
of obedience. If the technical school received but a cfaint
response5 to the Maharaja's efforts, it now attracts pupils
from distant parts of India, If the railways do not pay a
handsome dividend, it is because the first consideration
has been the convenience and the welfare of the people,
which has prompted the Maharaja to push through lines
commercially unprofitable.

He has shown an admirable perseverance. The people
are slowly awakening to the wisdom of his measures. As in
the case of foreign travel, those who once looked askance
are eagerly pressing forward, and those who came to curse